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GREETINGS FROM YOUR 
ATLANTIC CARAVAN CO-CAPTAINS 

John and Mary Nist 
 

 
 

We hope to have provided you with some 
information through our newsletters to better 
understand our journey. We continue to build our 
caravan to better prepare you for this wonderful 
experience.  

Some of you may be wondering... “What should 
we pack?”, “What should we bring?”, “What else 
do we need to know?”, “How does a caravan 
work?”  

On the next few pages some information and 
suggestions will be provided. Some items are a 
“given” while others are “optional” depending on 
your preferences and needs. Please keep in mind 
the amount of space you will have available in 
your Corvette. Remember to be selective and 
practical. You could over-pack! Allow room to 
bring home items you purchase i.e. shirts, tee 
shirts, souvenirs from the Corvette Store and 
from other stops that you will visit on your trip. If 
push comes to shove in terms of space, these 
items can be shipped through UPS at the 
Museum.   

Atlantic	Caravan	
Co-Captains	
John	and	Mary	Nist	
E-mail:	AtlanticCaptains2019@gmail.com	
Website:	
www.corvettecaravan.com/atlantic		
Facebook:	Atlantic	Corvette	
Caravan	2019	
John’s	cell:		609-752-9290	
	 PA	State	Leaders	
Marty	and	Laura	Hegyi	
E-mail:	PACorvetteLeaders@gmail.com	
Laura’s	cell:	610-730-2695	
	

Delaware	State	Leaders	
Larry	and	Beth	Bishop	
E-mail:	479larry@gmail.com	
Cell:	845-443-1799	
	

2019	National	Corvette	Museum	25th	Anniversary	Celebration	
2019 ATLANTIC CORVETTE CARAVAN 
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PA	Local	Leaders	
Dave	and	Susan	Bossart	–	Erie	PA	area	
E-mail:	DBossart@roadrunner.com	
Dave’s	cell:	814-899-5305	
	

NJ	South	Jersey	Local	Leader	
&	Point	Person	
PT	Williamson	
E-mail:	peetee@comcast.net	
PT’s	cell:	856-889-1490	
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Suggested things to bring: 

-Medications 

-Driver’s License, Car Registration, and Insurance Card.   
Make sure they are all up to date. 

 -Key fobs: Check your key fobs for proper operation. Bring both with you just in case 
you lose one. Maybe have your co-pilot hold onto your spare fob.   

- If your wheels require a wheel lock nut, bring it with you 

--Credit or Debit card 

- Laptop, tablets, chargers, USB connections, camera, extra batteries  

-Cell Phone 

• EZ Pass If you have one.  

Optional things to bring: 

-Family-Talk Radio(s)  

-Some type of GPS, Navigation, Waze, Garmin, etc.  

- Triple AAA Membership Card or something similar    

-Pencil and Paper to take notes, etc. 

-Front license plate if applicable. 

-Folding Chair and/or Blanket for concert and hanging out.  

-Small cooler to fill every morning with water and snacks. 

-Light jacket, sweatshirt and hat 

-Sunglasses  

-Official 2019 Atlantic Corvette Caravan baseball cap and tee shirt.  

-Sun block, bathing suit, sandals, flip-flops and umbrella.  
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CARAVANER’S	GUIDE		
Some	participants	have	never	been	
on	a	caravan	this	large.	Here	are	
some	points	to	consider.	
	

-Be courteous 
-The Atlantic Corvette Caravan is not a 
race. The ride is part of our experience. Obey the laws. There will be times we slow 
down for others to catch up. Be patient! 
-We will have a lead car and another car at the back of the pack. Our caboose!  
-In a caravan if you wish to travel at a slower posted highway speed you need to 
position yourself at the front of the pack. The farther away you are from the lead car 
the faster you will need to drive in order to keep the pace. So, if you have an earlier 
model Corvette that has limited gearing please drive at the front of the pack. If the first 
car is doing 65MPH the cars even 10-15 cars back will need to do 75-80MPH to keep 
pace.  
-There will be those who will travel at a comfortable speed and enjoy the scenery. If 
you feel the caravan speed is too fast, slow down to a speed you feel comfortably with. 
We are all going to arrive at the same destination every day. Some maybe a little 
earlier and some a little later. That is fine.  
-Caravanning in a manner that impedes the flow of traffic is illegal. Allow other cars to 
move through or across the caravan. Expect this near highway entrances, exits, 
intersections and heavy traffic. 
- Remember to give truckers a break. Allow them to move freely. 
-Do not worry about becoming separated from the group. That is why you have a 
family-talk radio and /or a cell phone.  
-You will be given some information and key cell phone numbers to use just in case 
you need to get hold of us.  
	

CARAVANNERS...  

There is such a thing as “leap frogging”; that is...jumping ahead 
for a while or change position in our line-up just to get a fresh look. 
By doing this you will be able to achieve a different view of our 
riding pattern, another view from the front, middle, or rear of the 
caravan. 

This could also give you a chance for some great camera shots at different angles of 
your caravan. It could be that long awaited “Kodak Moment” you’ve been looking for. 
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RUBBER BANDING 

Caravans of cars running close to each other have a tendency to 
change length when the Wagon Master or other drivers make speed 
changes. This is called “rubber banding”. As the caravan speeds up, 
the distance between cars increase.  

When mid and rear sections notice the speed change, they end up accelerating briskly. 
Once they get the speed change accomplished, they immediately have to slow down to 
avoid running into the back of the car that is ahead of them once they suddenly 
realized they have caught up.  

The reverse of this is also true and potentially more dangerous: the lead car slows, the 
next car takes a split second to react, then slows more. The third car uses up distance 
in reacting then slows even more abruptly, and so on and so forth. Be aware of this 
and learn to anticipate these conditions.  

Because “rubber banding” is a part of normal caravan movement, it’s 
best to keep a minimum separation of at least 100 feet. Accidents 
which occur in caravans are rear-end collisions caused by following 
too closely combined with “rubber banding”. Be alert at all times.  

 

 

INSPECT YOUR CORVETTE PRIOR TO YOUR ROAD TRIP  

Be sure your Corvette is in good working order. This may avoid problems during your 
trip. Whether you’ve experienced a road trip such as this or not, you 
have a few choices as to how you want to check out your Corvette.  

Have your Corvette checked by a Certified Corvette Specialist. 
Most Chevy dealers have one.  

Or, you can do it yourself.  

 

Thanks to John Elegant and Dave Kinsey for providing the following information (condensed, revised, 
and added) on the next page. 
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1. Wiper blades should be replaced every 6 months 
to a year. Check them.  
2. Make sure your tires have adequate tread life for 
your road trip. Check sidewalls for bubbles or 
gashes. If your Corvette is +8-years old and has 
the original tires, consider replacing them even if 
there is plenty of tire tread. These tires do dry rot 
over a period of time. You can check to see how old your tire is by finding the date 
where the Tire Identification Number (TIN) is after the DOT code on your tire. The date 
when the tire was manufactured is the last 4 digits of the TIN number. Example:      
(03-19). This means the tire was made the 3rd week of 2019.                                              
3. If you have a spare tire, check its pressure. Usually, GM suggests 30lbs. cold 
pressure for all your tires. To find the tire pressure recommendation for your Corvette, 
look on the label that is located on the inside door jam on the driver’s side of your car. 
If your Corvette does not have a spare tire, a Tire Sealant and Compressor Kit may be 
of help for your Corvette. You can get these from your Chevrolet Corvette Dealer. Be 
sure to follow directions. Store the kit in the compartment behind the left rear wheel. 
You may have run flat tires.                                                                                              
4. Brakes: Get them checked. 
5. Check your fluids: windshield fluid, anti-freeze for proper coolant ratio, oil, brake, 
transmission, and differential. Top them off. 
6. Windshield: if cracked, get it replaced or patched (if applicable)                                       
7. Check your lights, turn signals, etc. Be sure they work. Also, does your horn work?   
8. Check/replace your engine air filter. Check/replace cabin filter if needed. 
9. Check/inspect engine hoses for cracking, especially for older Corvettes. Replace 
them if in doubt.                                                                                                              
10. Visually check engine belts for cracking and/or proper tension. 
11. Check for leaks with engine running. Look for oil or other fluids dripping or air 
hissing sounds. The next day, get flashlight or raise your Corvette and check 
underneath for any leaks/drips. 
12. In an older Corvette, have the radiator cap pressure tested. 
13. Have your battery tested. 
14. If your vehicle is equipped with On Star®, activate it in case of emergency. You can 
activate a monthly plan to cover during the trip. If you have a newer car, activate the 
MyChevrolet App. 
15. Pack a flashlight with new batteries or headlamp light. 
16. Tools (optional): Flathead/Phillips screwdrivers, socket set, vice grips, crescent 
wrench, duct tape/electrical tape, quart of engine oil, windshield cleaning fluid, bright 
safety vest, jumper cables, flashlight and tire pressure gauge. Spare parts, especially 
important to our caravan owners of C1, C2 and C3s. 
17. Corvette Cleaning (optional): Wash/wax your car before we leave (Allows for easier 
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bug removal during trip.) Bring: sponge, small/collapsible bucket, drying towels. Our 
hotels and resort will have a dedicated washing station for us to use. Please remember 
not to use the hotel or resort towels.   
18. Detailing (optional): Car cleaner, quick detailer, wax detailer, micro fiber towels.   
19. Recommendation: Hide $200 and a valid credit card within your car — in case your 
wallet/purse is lost/stolen.  

All of the above seems like a lot to do. But don’t we do 
these things anyway? It’s just that you are seeing all of 
them together.  

Don’t wait till the last minute to have your Corvette 
checked! Do it at least one month in advance OR earlier.  

BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, WE WILL SOON BE ON OUR WAY! 

 

Be well everyone and look for our MAY Newsletter - John & Mary                           
Layout and graphics by Dave Kinsey 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


